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Alarm – 13.12.2022 at 20:15h 

§ Conduct of the mission

§ Work structure in the Swiss alpine rescue

§ Systems deployed

§ Thoughts

HEZ (helicopter operations center)
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Alarm

Normally, an alpine rescue Mission starts with a Key-word like:

EVACUATION

SEARCH

AVALANCHE
…



«facebook post» of the victim
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Potential areas of operations
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Map / time orientation
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Situation
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Avalanche danger «Switzerland» 
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Avalanche danger «Ticino»
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27. Oktober 2023
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Get ready for the search flight
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Decisions - chief of Operation 

1. Search flight with a helicopter
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21:23
Search Flight



2. Pre-alarm for the rescue team “station Airolo” and for

the avalanche dog handlers 

Decisions - chief of Operation 
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Decisions - chief of Operation 

3. Search flight with an IR/EOS Rega helicopter
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Search Flight

22:50      00:15
IR/EOS - IMSI
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Search

Search flight with an IR/EOS Rega helicopter
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Search sectors (2 helicopters) 
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Rega IR/EOS System – IMSI signal

Coordinates IMSI
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IMSI signal versus find location

Coordinates IMSI

Location patient
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Conclusion
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Conclusion
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IDEAL PATH TO THE GOAL

INFLUENCE

INFLUENCE

INFLUENCE



How can technologies help 
rescuers be faster, safer and 

wiser during a mission?

Claude Gavillet, Rescue Chief at Montreux Station, Swiss Alpine Rescue

Part 2



LOCATE THE CALLER AND 
GET A VIEW OF THE 
SITUATION ON SITE

Sources: www.surevive.ch,  
www.emergencyeye.de 

Il est sous une avalanche

È sotto una valanga

http://www.surevive.ch/
http://www.emergencyeye.de/


DEFINE SEARCH AREAS

Source: www.swisstopo.admin.ch 

http://www.swisstopo.admin.ch/


ALARM AND SELECT 
RESCUERS

Source: Alpine Rescue Mission 
Control (ARMC)



ASSIGN SEARCH AREAS 
AND TASKS TO RESCUERS

Source: www.swisstopo.admin.ch 

http://www.swisstopo.admin.ch/


TRACK RESCUERS AND 
PROVIDE A COMPLETE 
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Source: Alpine Rescue Mission 
Control (ARMC)



COMMUNICATE AND 
COOPERATE WITH OTHER 
RESCUERS

Source: Alpine Rescue Mission Control 
(ARMC) and www.threema.ch 

ARMC App Threema App

http://www.threema.ch/


Thank you for your attention 

Andrea Dotta
Training courses leader, Swiss Alpine Rescue

Claude Gavillet
Chief of station Montreux, Swiss Alpine Rescue


