
Dog deploym
ent in search operations



H
istory

•
First attem

ptsin 1957

•
1963 Purchasing of4 dogs

by
the

Alpine Club 

South TyrolACS
•

M
arius Ecclibecam

e
the

firstgroup
leaderof

the
avalanche

search
dog

handlers

•
1979, the

firstw
interrescue

course
w

as held
at 

Plan de Corones

•
1979 in autum

n
the

departm
entofavalanche

search
dog

handlers
w

as founded
in the

ACS

•
M

ay 1999 w
e

organized
the

IKAR conference
in 

Pfitsch

•
Since

2020 U
nterw

eger M
anfred leadsthe

group
ofthe

search
dog

handlers
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M
antrail–

Start ofa new
experience
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•
M

arlene Zahner brouht
M

antrailing from
U

SA
to

Europe
•

firstattem
ptsat 

rapprochem
entin M

antrail
W

ork
•

Bachm
ann Sepp and 

HopfgartnerPaul startw
ith

the
Training



Em
ergency dogs in the m

ountain rescue

•
Avalanche D

og

•
Area Search D

og

•
M

antrail-D
ogs
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Training

•
Playground

•
Training step

AA

•
Training step

A

•
Training step

B

•
Training step

C
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O
rganisation in South Tyrol

• M
ountain rescue (BR

D
, C

N
SAS) 30 dog handlers

• Agency (SAG
F, PS, C

C
) 10 dog handlers

• Fire brigade, Search dog + private organisations
   



D
istricts

in the
m

ountain
rescue

service
South Tyrol
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D
og handlers

in the
m

ountain
rescue

sevice
South Tyrol
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Pustertal
•

7 active dog handlers
•

6x Avalanche group
•

3x Area search group
•

4x M
antrail group

Eisacktal-W
ipptal

•
   5 active dog handlers

•
4x Avalanche group

•
4x Area search group

•
1x young dog in training

•
1x M

antrail D
og H

andler

Bozen
•

  4 active dog handers
•

3x Avalanche group
•

3x Area search group
•

1x young dog in training

Vinschgau 
•

   8 active dog handlers
•

4x Avalanche group BR
D

•
4x Area search group BR

D
•

4x Area search group C
N

SAS
•

4x Avalanche group C
N

SAS

M
eran

•
   6 active dog handlers

•
6 x Avalanche dog group

•
5x Area search dog group

•
1x M

antrail D
og H

andler 



The alerting
–

The priority
codes

•
4A -D

eparture ofm
aterial: avalanche

(orm
udslide) w

ith
confirm

ed
inform

ation
thatpeople

are
buried

•
4B -M

aterial releases: avalanche (or m
udslide) w

ith uncertain inform
ation w

hether people are buried or involved.

•
trained m

ountain rescue m
em

bers only!

•
5 -Search operation in the alpine terrain (trained m

ountain rescue m
em

bers only!)

•
6A -Search operation

in non-alpine terrain

•
6B -C

larification
search

operation
in non-alpine terrain

The alerting of the m
ountain rescue stations is done centrally by the provincial 

em
ergency call center



The Alerting
–

N
otification

w
ith

Pager

•
Short m

essage
inform

ation
aboutthe

M
ountain rescue

operation

•
w

ho
setthe

alarm

•
The priority

C
ode ofthe

rescue
operation

•
The location

ofthe
rescue

operation

•
brief description of the operation
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D
og C

oordinator

•
Support ofthe

O
perations

C
om

m
and

•
Planning

and coordination
ofthe

search
operation

•
A

lerting
ofadditional units

•
Increasing

the
priority

level
•

G
iving

orders
and placing

orders



Tools –
BR

D
 APP

•
C

an be
installed

on the
private Sm

atphone
from

the
D

og handler
•

Possibility
to

join
to

the
rescue

operation
ornot

•
Live stream

 from
the

exactposition
ofthe

Participantin the
rescue

operation
•

Possibility to contact each participant by phone
•

Possibility to send short m
essages, im

ages
•

Track recordings
•

To
transm

itG
PS coordinates

•
To

setlogistic
G

PS points
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D
evice –

Tool G
arm

in Atem
os

100/K5

•
M

ap
deposited

•
Precise

indication
ofthe

position
ofthe

dog
and handler

•
Possibility

ofrecording
the

track

•
Storage and transferthe

tracks
in 

the
D

eploym
entO

ffice program
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D
evice -Tool

•
The Special Vehicle 
Technology (SF-Technik) 

•
has

been
specially

designed
to

support search
operations

•
long-term

 operations
and on-

callorprecautionary
services
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Kreuzbergpass –
19.08.2019

•
A search

operation
launched

on 
Saturday nightat the

Kreuzberg Pass 
nearSesto 

•
Shortly

before
2 a.m

., the
dogsfinally

guided
the

rescuersinto
a dense

undergrow
th

•
An 86-year-old holidaym

akerw
as 

found
dead

in the
forest

•
Search dog

Ronja found
the

lifeless
person.
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Kreuzbergpass –
19.08.2019
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Thanks
foryourattention


