Avalanche accidents winter 2016/17
Swiss Alps
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Avalanche fatalities since 1936/37
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Winter 2015/16
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Winter 2016/17 less dangerous?

Possible reasons:

e Almost no snow during Christmas/New Year = short winter
e Often bad snow conditions

e No accident with more than one fatality

e Defensive behaviour

But there are as well reasons for a dangerous winter:
e Very pronounced old snow problem
e Often nice weather
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Less fatalities, many involved people - luck...?
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22.10.2016

Jakobshorn (GR),




__Jakobshorn (GR), 22.10.2016
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Avalanche in artificial snow
1 person caught but not buried




Breithorn, Simplon (VS), 27.11.2016
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8 3 persons caught: 2
' * Person 1 was completely buried (no airbag) g

*1 * person 2 triggered airbag, was partly buried but not injured
" * Person 3 was partly burled had an airbag but could not trlgger it g




iberg (S2), 21.1.2017

Forstberg, Ober
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eiftal, Bristen, UR, 7.3.
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3 avalanches with damage
at overhead contact line




d

luck for the bu

]
J.-L. Lugon

. Photo

Forest damage




= L

-

Several buildings destroyed

»~

Photo: J.-L. Lugon



Photo: J. Hiche

Photo: A. Kieser




