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         IKAR Kommission Lawinenrettung

         ICAR Avalanche Rescue Commission

         CISA Commission Sauvetage Avalanches
Minutes of the Commission Meeting of 

October 7, 2010

at the ICAR Congress in  

Visoké Tatry, Slovakia
Commission president Hans-Jürg Etter welcomes the participants to this year’s meeting. He commences by pointing out that the meeting results depend very much on everyone’s engagement and asks for active participation.

H.-J. Etter presents an overview of the development of the number of deaths in avalanche accidents in the last 10 years. The total numbers are to be compared in relativity to each country’s size but shall be read as a trend, which, for example, in Austria, Switzerland, and Canada is again on the rise. 

1. Minutes of the Meeting from September 2009 in Zermatt

The minutes are approved. 
2. Order of Meeting
The agenda is approved and the voting rights are given to the delegates. The participants agree to German and English as meeting languages. Manuel Genswein will be the interpreter again.

3. List of Participants, Presenting Round
The president circulates the list of participants with e-mail addresses and asks to please verify and update the data. Undelivered e-mails because of unknown or incorrect data just mean that the recipient will be excluded from the information flow and important e-mails.

4. Avalanche Incidents of Winter 2009/2010; short summary
(PowerPoint presentations please see the ICAR web site)

France: The winter 2009/2010 was one of the worst since 1980/1981 in terms of deaths. In 85 avalanche accidents, 33 persons died. An overview over the past 30 years shows that the tendency is rising again despite there being fewer victims per incident. There is a clear trend noticeable regarding changes from free-riders to backcountry skiers, which is seen in a rise in sales of touring bindings of 30%. Most of the buried victims could be rescued thanks to their locator beacons.

South Tyrol:  A notable avalanche accident happened in Sarntal. A backcountry skier started without safety gear. From the opposite hillside, more than 6 kilometers away, the accident was witnessed, the alarm initiated, and the localizing of the buried victim coordinated. He was found at a 2-meter depth by probing and was in hospital care after 2-1/2 hours of the initiation of the alarm. After 5 days he was able to be discharged from the hospital in good health. This example shows that even after being buried for a relatively long time at a 2-meter depth, there is still a chance for survival.
Italy: Italy, as well, has to look back to one of the worst avalanche winters since the 1980s. There were 37 avalanche victims, whereas the average from 1986-2010 had been only 13. The most deaths occurred with backcountry skiers and free-riders. Even in the Apennines 2 people died in avalanches. A big challenge for the rescuers was the incident on the Tula glacier where 3 avalanches came down concurrently but luckily only 1 person died. 

Austria: With an increase of 50%, avalanche accidents have significantly increased; however, the number of deaths was stable. This trend shows that the efforts with regards to education are paying off. The detailed statistics are available at www. Alpinesicherheit.at.
USA: The snow-heavy winter the US experienced also reflected on the accident statistics. With 36 avalanche deaths, this number was 8 higher than the longstanding average. Half of the victims were snowmobilers. The avalanche beacon is being used more often. On the other hand, the willingness to engage in higher risks is also rising. Most alarms are initiated by cellphone. Another way for the initiation of alarms is the personal locator beacon, but with improper manipulation, a lot of times false alarms are initiated.

Catalonia: Two avalanches in the Pyrenees are described, in which in one case one death occurred. There was a significant increase in temperature prior to both incidents. 

The speaker mentions that an educational project for children was started in Catalonia which is held decentralized in conjunction with the fire departments as major partner. Because of a technical difficulty, the presentation could not be started.  

Norway: Ten people died in 5 avalanche accidents; 8 were backcountry skiers, one was a free-rider, and one an automobile driver. In the northern regions such as Norway, Alaska, and northern Russia there exists a special type of avalanche which is a mix of snow and water. A water film develops underneath the snow cover, which then mixes with the snow cover, and will cause slipping with just a slight incline. The mass runs with high speed. This type of avalanche poses a great challenge to rescuers because other rescue techniques have to be employed. Reaching the accident site is often only possible by means of helicopter. This phenomenon has only been researched minimally and the necessary data still have to be raised.
Switzerland: H.-J. Etter presents a graphic with the development of the number of avalanche victims from the past 74 winters

Of the 263 persons included in the avalanche accident statistics (average 134) of the winter 2009/2010, 29 (25) died and 49 (18) were injured. The number of deaths is divided into 21 backcountry skiers, 3 free-riders, 1 snowshoer, and 4 other persons. Inclines of 36-40% had the most accidents. The most dangerous remain the north-facing slopes. In closing H.-J. Etter describes in a summarized version a few notable avalanche incidents of this past winter in Switzerland.
Canada: In Canada, a lot of volunteer helpers participate in rescue operations. Therefore, their education is just as important. The Canadian Ski Patrol has developed a handbook which addresses this need. A module for avalanche rescue is also available electronically.
5. Information regarding the work during 2010
5.1 Status of Work Group Avalanche Dog Handler
Under the leadership of Albert Lunde, the work group has developed a questionnaire with which success factors of operations with avalanche dogs can be measured. This questionnaire contains 63 questions, divided into the following items:  General, avalanche-specific information, information regarding the dog handler, information regarding the dog, weather, terrain and vegetation, and rescue environment. The questionnaire will now go for review, wherein the content, structure, and quality shall be judged. The questionnaire does not necessarily have to be filled in by a dog handler but at least by a participating rescuer. Albert Lunde asks the participants for active cooperation and will be awaiting their comments.
5.2 Glossary
The glossary is now available on the web site. It is possible to integrate more languages. The search function will be improved. The authors, Atkins and Genswein, will gladly consider feedback and are also responsible for editing.
6. Petitions to the Commission
· Arni Jonsson, IS: Classification or recommendation by ICAR for shovels 
As the petitioner is not present, the discussion of this petition will be postponed.

· Manuel Genswein, CH: Inclusion of nationality of avalanche victims 
The accident statistics currently only include accident-specific data and do not inform about nationality of the persons involved. M. Genswein sees the educational aspect as the most important. Missing or insufficient knowledge of sportsmen in utilizing technical equipment or assessing the risks might be due to educational deficits in their home countries/regions. With integrating the nationality of victims, the education could be better controlled or, respectively, the “export” of accidents could be minimized, although country specific data protection laws might have to be considered. In Canada, the accident data are already compiled by province. 
The petition is unanimously approved.

· Markus Hölzl, I: Standardized recommended probing distances
The petitioner would like to standardize the different ways of probing through a recommendation by ICAR ARC and asks if a standardized system could be developed for the marking of the probing corridor. 

H.-J. Etter points out that there is already abundant technical literature regarding this topic and therefore standardization would not be easy.

D. Atkins refers to the ISSW paper on the web site. 

In a first vote, the members support this petition.

During the discussion, the question of which probing distance should be declared the standard is the main focus. The two scientific works of Jamieson and Auger serve as the basis. After a short combined meeting of the Avalanche Rescue Commission and the Terrestrial Rescue Commission, M. Genswein analyzes and compares the field results of the two authors and concludes that 3 probes per step should be the most efficient method.

Following, the majority of members support the forming of a work group under the guidance of Markus Hölzl.
7. Avalanche Accident Statistics
At the beginning of the congress, member organizations which had not yet delivered the data were reminded by way of letter-sized posts and were asked to update the entries by the end of the congress.
8. Miscellaneous
Statistics; Data Entry by Internet: According to H.-J. Etter, quick and up-to-date information regarding accident happenings is more and more a need. The media demands up-to-date data. If ICAR cannot deliver statistics, they will be obtained elsewhere. H.-J. Etter describes with an example how access to the current data entry could be organized. This should not be in competition with the national data collections. As well, the project would have to be coordinated with other ICAR commissions, as far as it is necessary and desired. 

The proposal to update the avalanche accident data by Internet continually is approved with 1 opposing vote. H.-J. Etter will draft a questionnaire and send it to the commission members for comment.
Field Practice Days in Canada: In conjunction with several anniversary festivities, a several-day event will be held in March 2011 in Canada. Training rescue operations in the field will be held for 3 days. The rescue activities are concentrated in the area of Revelstoke, with support of several helicopter skiing companies. The organizers hope for numerous participation of member organizations and ICAR-members.
Field Practice Day at the 2011 Congress in Sweden: Organizational committee president Kent Herrström introduces his team. The program for the field day contains about 8 topics, of which 4 can be chosen by the participants beforehand. The field day is open to all commissions. A workshop for dog handlers is also planned.
End of Commission Meeting:  6 p.m.
For the Minutes: R. Bissig

Approved: H.J. Etter
For the English Translation:  O. Cashner
Enclosure: List of Participants
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