
Tracking  Anne Kathrine Dille and Knut Skår 

On hard surfaces in trafficked areas 



WHY ? 

ÅOur dogs have to pass tests in tracking, but tracking are rarely used in callouts  

ÅMore frequent callouts in urban areas (hard surface in busy areas) 

ÅThe dog-handler has to be sure of the dogs ability to solve such tasks. 

ÅMany finds could have been done quicker if tracking was preferred search 
method. 
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Tracking is fun!  
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WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 

ÅMade a standardised plan and a set of tools baked into a course. 

ÅA set of methods to improve tracking to almost be ID tracking (trailing) 

ÅAdapted for standard rescue dogs and their dog handlers. 

ÅEducation of the dog handler in tactics and where to start the track 

 

This will improve the team to use tracking on all kind of surfaces to do 
quicker finds. 

 



One week course  

ÅBased on dogs with trailing skills (approved rescue dogs in Norway) 
Å1km wilderness track 3 ς 4 hours old, 4 objects + end (can be crossed) 

Å3 theory lessons 

ÅStarting with basic tracking on hard surface 

Å!ŘŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘέ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ 
ÅFollowing a progress plan 

ÅFocus on rewarding the dog. (timing and precision) 

 

 



Lesson 1, tuning the dog and handler 
ÅConcentration 

ÅA concentrated , calm dog has a better base and  prerequisites to achieve desired tracking skills.  
(Tracking on hard surface demands a accurate dog who can stand disturbances) 

ÅRoutines 
ÅYou  should use same routines every time you are tracking with you dog. (Start from fetching the dog in the car).  

ÅGood routines at the start of the track (has to be individual adapted to your dog) makes it easier for the dog to 
recognise the task and he can be concentrated from start.  

ÅReward  
ÅWhat is a good reward for the dog, and why is it important to have a good reward. 

ÅAbility and precision to reward at right place in right time  
ÅUse a helper until you a sure to have this ability. 

ÅAbility to read the dogs behaviour. 
Å  focus on the task and not on everything else. 
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Example on indication of small objects in the track  (little scent)  

Tip 
Learning the dog to be interested in small objects and how to indicate them before you start 
tracking. 



Other learning points 
 

ÅHow to use the line 
ÅBy learning the dog tracking on hard surface use short line 

ÅTrack in the centre of the track.  
ÅLoosing the track, how to help the dog. 
Å/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ όŀǎǇƘŀƭǘΣ ƎǊŀǾŜƭΣ ƎǊŀǎǎΧύ 

ÅDifferent behaviour based on breed. 

ÅFrustration and passivity  

ÅDog handles behaviour 
ÅShut up 
ÅPlanting seed 
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We must first learn the dog what we expect of his tracking. 
before we can trust him in doing what we are expecting! 
 



Challenges 
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Spontaneous tracks 

wind 



ά¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ 
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Åά¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ  ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦΦ мΣрƳ  Ȅ мΣрƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ 

where we can have control on the learning. 

Åά¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 

ÅAnother function on «the window» is that it helps us to learn the dog that 

the track starts «exactly» here. 

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ άōƭƻǿƘƻƭŜǎέ ƛƴ ŀǾŀƭŀƴŎƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  



«The Window» 
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The wind in the back 



«Scent pit» 
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vind 
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Tip 
Light pole 

House corner 

Garden fence 

Light pole 

Another person 
crossing our track 





Lesson 2, tactical lesson for the dog handler 
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ÅKnow your assets and limitations. 

ÅGather information about the task 
Å/ŀƴ ǿŜ ǇƛŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΧΦ 

ÅEvaluate the task before you start 
Å9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΧΧΦ 

 



Starting point 

ÅThis is essential for tracking on hard surface in trafficked areas 

ÅWhere is the starting point? 

ÅWhat can be used as starting point?  

ÅHow to present the starting point to the dog? 

ÅThis lesson teach the dog handler to team up with his dog and give 
the dog the best assumptions to succeed. 
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Car 
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A lesson about how to get in or out of a car 

Cut from a gangster movie 



Car 

18 



Other starting point 
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NRH godkjenningsspor

Forstyrrelser, kryssinger og underlag

Spor på krevende underlag

Forstyrrelser, beferdet og underlag

HF gir hunden riktig sporstart og forutsetninger

God ID spor ekvipasje

How good is a good tracking dog team? 
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A tracking dog-team consist of a dog and 
a dog-handler!  
 
A good dog-handler with an unexperienced dog will 
probably do better than a fantastic tracking dog with a 
άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ ŘƻƎ-handler 



Lesson 3, Introduction to ID 
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Definitions in «our world» 

ÅID stands for identification, the dog should be able to match the sent 
from two different objects. 

ÅSmeller is a known object from a person giving the dog the scent from 
this person 

ÅID-track is that the dog will be presented a smeller and by this pick ut 
the track from this person between other tracks 

Å[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ L5Ωǎ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ L5-track 
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Learning comparing ID 



Smeller 
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Different ways to train / test ID-trackò 
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L I!±9bΩ¢ 9·9w/L{95 9bh¦DIΗ 

To be 100% successful training up a good tracking dog these are crucial points 

The dog handlers knowledge about how to teach the dog tracking. 

The dog handlers ability to find the right reward for his dog. 

The dog handlers ability to reward precise in the right microsecond. 

¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƛƴŘΣ ǎƘŜŜǇϥǎΣ ōƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΧŜǘŎΦ 

Of all excuses heard there is only one good excuse that is acceptable.  

The dog handlers ability to give the dog the right prerequisites. 



Knut & Anakin 

Anne-Kathrine & Trøst 


