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Reporting of incidents in Norway 

■ Rescue service (JRCC) mainly register incidents involving official avalanche rescue.  

■ Since 1992, fatal accidents were reported by private company under contract with 

authorities. 

■ From 2006 the Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE) 

responsible for the avalanche field - focus on information and prevention - not 

registering incidents. 

 

■ Initiative between NVE, Red Cross and others to establish portal for reporting all 

incidents 

— Portal established before 14/15-season 

— Still under-reporting of near misses and smaller incidents.  

 

■ NVE: 38 incidents reported for 15/16 season 

■ JRCC: 45 incidents reported for 15/16 season 

 

■ Total 67 incidents reported (NVE + JRCC) 

 



Norwegian avalache incidents 

■ Total: 67 incidents reported 

■ 30 incidents with people caught 

 

■ 133 persons involved 

■ 83 persons caught 

■ 5 dead (1 sve, 1 ger, 3 nor) 

 



Fatalities 2015/16 season 

■ Dec 15: Longyearbyen/Svalbard: Stormtriggered avalanche hit 10 houses. 2 fatalities, 6 

injured. 21 people were in the houses when the avalanche hit. 

■ March 16: Lyngen/Troms: Man stood on collapsing cornice – triggering avalanche. 1 fatality. 

■ April 16: Aurland/Hordaland: Skier triggered avalanche in chute. 1 fatality. 

■ April 16: Rauma/Møre og Romsdal: Skier triggered avalance into treeline. 1 fatality. 

 

 

 



Observations 

 

■ Tranciever interference – false signal  

— Reported in two rescue situations to have impacted the search 

— Different rescuers 

— Different trancievers 

 

■ All victims found by companions/others (exept Longyearbyen) 

— No victims found by organized SAR 

 

■ Terrain traps 
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Sources: 

 

■ Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC) 

■  Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE) www.varsom.no 

■ Norwegian Geotechnical Institute (NGI) 

 

■ Contact info: 

kimsviland@hotmail.com 

http://www.varsom.no/
http://www.varsom.no/


Action cards 



Norwegian guidelines for avalanche rescue 


