A national guideline for
terrestrial search methods

Development and implementation
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Organization

« Government agencies
* Volunteer organizations
* Professional, specialized units (330)
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How?
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Result

Information

Important information we wanted to
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Warning
Information we wanted to emphasize
becaus of repeated and serious errors

Danger
Critically important to avoid loss of life
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Standardization of routines for
alarming all available resources
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Warning
Only utilizing one rescue resource weakens the
quality of the operation. Different resources have
different capacities and complements each other.
When an air resource is used, there should always
be field resources as well.
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Establishing a standard method for
the initial search effort

Grisberge, .. search/last known position
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Hub
Immediate search area. 25%, 300 m

Spokes (travel corridors)
,."s'ﬁ Trails, drainages, rivers...

Reflectors
Points of special interest
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Containment action
Prevent the search area from getting
bigger

-,

Initial Reflex Tasking
* Immediate locale search around IPP
* Try tracking initial direction of
travel
Search the hub with high POD
Do a quick search of travel corridors
Search all reflectors
Search travel corridors with flank
out to 75%
More detailed search of 50%
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Provide a common description of the
different established search methods
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Establish a standard model for
operational leadership in a search

Incident Commander

Lead and facilitate the
effort, coordinate resources
and support functions
Establish search area Assign search tasks in
prioritized order
Establish cathegory,
scenarios, hypothesis Decide which resource
should be utilized for
Make and prioritize each task
search tasks
Make sure the desired
Determine the desired POD is accomplished
POD
Perform search with
appropriate method to
accomplish the desired
POD
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Warning
Initially in an operation there is a great risk of having rescuers
waiting for assignments. This leads to loss of valuble search-
time, which is especially critical when time in daylight is scarce.
Leaders should stribe to immediatly put all resources in active

search. In this phase effective leadership is extremely important.

Norwegian People’s Aid

5




Create a common understanding and
standard for the terms used during an
operation

POD POA
LKP
Search task
Travel corridors
NVG
Search area POI
IPP Subject Category
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Implementation
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Does the National Guideline result in a
better search and rescue service?

- Standardization of routines for alarming all available resources
+ Establishing a standard method for the initial search effort

*  Provide a common description of the different established search
methods

- Establish a standard model for operational leadership in a search

« Create a common understanding and standard for the terms used
during an operation

- Does indeed improve the search before the rescue.
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"The more routine decisions Incident
Commanders make before the incident,
the more time they will have to make
critical decisions during the incident.”

Chief Alan Brunacini, Phoenix FD
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