When Rope Meets Rotor

Utah Highway Patrol/Salt Lake County SAR
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Accidents
INn Mountain Rescue
Operations

Includes:
Aviation Accidents
Mother Nature
Human Error
Equipment Failure
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Utah Helicopter Resources

AirMed
Life Flight
Utah Highway Patrol



AirMed

University of Utah Medical Center

Bell 430




AirMed has
3 Long Range |
Avalanche Receivers
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Winter Storm Closes Iin on
AirMed Flight

January 11, 1998




NTSB Cause: Human Error

Flight by the pilot into
knownadverse weatheconditions

4 killed
. In crash
of rescue
hellcopter
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LifeFlight

IntermountainHealthcare

2Agusta A1 09 K2
5 Agusta AW109 SP
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LifeFlight

IntermountainHealthcaréss
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LlfeFllght 5 equped
with a Long Range
Avalanche Receiver
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Local SAR teams
work closely witl
~ AirMed and LifeFlight



Heavy Fog Closes in on LifeFlight

During Rescue Operation
January 10, 2003




Life Flight 6 was destroyed when |t |mp
terrain. The pilot and flight paramedic were fatall
injured, and the flight nurse was seriously injurec



Utah Highway Patrol

Department of Public Safety
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Utah Highway Patrol hasconducted

500 rescues orrecoveries
In the past five years







Rescuer Falls to His Death

June 30, 2012
Utah Highway Patrol/Unified Police
it :'f '
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Mount Olympus, Utah
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The crewmember spottedhe two teens,
and threwhis medical backpack frohe
helicopterto the steep terrainbelow.
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In a hot load situation, the

crewmember helped the teens on
board the AS350 -B2.




AThe pilot exited to transport the
hikers tosafety.

AWhen the pilot returned,Beesley
could not be located.

Alt took the helicopter crew45 minutes
to find his body beneatha 90-foot
cliff.
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Kerry Crowley
GO0 climbs with
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A Several one-skid operationswere
performedto drop off rescuers.

AThe victim was lowered by rope to a
suitable ledge .

AThe objective was toperform aone-
skid loadof the deceased hiker.

























THE ACCIDENT

Video shot by a rescuer
above the recovery effort

(NOTE: Rotor is turning on clockwise direction,
unlike how It appears in the video)




Click on Image for link to YouTube
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3ciE



https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c

The rope was notcut, but rather
caught, and pulled by the blade.

If the rope had made a full rotation, it
would have wrapped itself around the
mainrotor mastand led to disaster



















Video
Frame-by-Frame












