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Wasatch Mountains 
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Utah Helicopter Resources 
 

AirMed  
Life Flight  

Utah Highway Patrol  



Bell 430  
   EC 145  

AirMed  
 University of Utah Medical Center  



AirMed  has  
3 Long Range 
Avalanche Receivers 
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Accident Report  
Winter Storm Closes in on  

AirMed Flight  
January 11, 1998 



NTSB Cause:  Human Error  

Flight by the pilot into  
known adverse weather conditions 



2 Agusta  A109 K2õs 
5 Agusta  AW109 SP  

LifeFlight  
 Intermountain Healthcare 
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LifeFlight  
 Intermountain Healthcare 
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LifeFlight is equipped 
with a Long Range 
Avalanche Receiver 
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Local SAR teams 
work closely with 

AirMed  and LifeFlight  



Accident Report  
Heavy Fog Closes in on LifeFlight 

During Rescue Operation  
January 10, 2003 



Life Flight 6 was destroyed when it impacted 
terrain.   The pilot and flight paramedic were fatally 
injured, and the flight nurse was seriously injured. 



Utah Highway Patrol  
Department of Public Safety  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX_r230c7PAhVBySYKHc_JDKIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nCQ3vWQH4c&bvm=bv.135258522,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEoNH9XUYXtxAwjLCVOlkDXRIlvDQ&ust=1476133886115927
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA46Gz0s7PAhXBSSYKHfF_D18QjRwIBw&url=https://highwaypatrol.utah.gov/&bvm=bv.135258522,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE76l3Aoz2xwlB-B43MxCoa32im2Q&ust=1476134053295998


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT9p3j1s7PAhXJRiYKHeKRA4AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/northwest-utah.html&psig=AFQjCNEJspItu_7QqP6bHgzWqGqDiIXqsQ&ust=1476135191597678
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjN_d2p187PAhVNySYKHcFKBzsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.standard.net/Police/2015/09/12/Helicopter-nearly-crashes-during-retrieval-of-missing-hiker&bvm=bv.135258522,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHg_q07itjghuc9BJuXemB36t8AjQ&ust=1476135478817447






Utah Highway Patrol has conducted  
500 rescues or recoveries 

in the past five years,  
.  





Accident Report  
Rescuer Falls to His Death 

June 30, 2012 
Utah Highway Patrol/Unified Police  
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Mount Olympus, Utah  

The crewmember spotted the two teens, 
and threw his medical backpack from the 

helicopter to the steep terrain below. 



In a hot load situation, the 
crewmember  helped  the  teens  on 

board the AS350 -B2.  



ÅThe pilot exited to transport the 
hikers to safety.  

ÅWhen the pilot returned, Beesley 
could not be located.  

ÅIt took the helicopter crew 45 minutes 
to find his body beneath a 90-foot 
cliff. 
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Kerry Crowley  
ò60 climbs within 60 milesó 



Jacobõs Ladder  
Lone Peak 
3,350 metres 
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ÅSeveral one-skid operations were 
performed to drop off rescuers. 

ÅThe victim was lowered by rope to a 
suitable ledge . 

ÅThe objective was to perform a one- 
skid load of the deceased hiker. 











The òPlanó 



Pilot 

Crewmember 





THE ACCIDENT  
 

Video shot by a rescuer  
above the recovery effort 

(NOTE: Rotor is turning on clockwise direction,  
unlike how it appears in the video) 

ROTOR 



Click on Image for link to YouTube 
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c 

https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
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The rope was not cut, but rather 
caught, and pulled by the blade.  

 
If the rope had made a full rotation, it 
would have wrapped itself around the 
main rotor mast and led to disaster. 













Video 
Frame-by-Frame 








