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Flight For Life

Colorado

2 HclicoPtcrs

(AS 350B3 and B3e) i b & '
A
54 mountains above 4,250 metres



Accidents
in Mountain Rescue
Operations

Includes:
Aviation Accidents
Mother Nature
Human Error
Equipment Failure
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“Charley Shimanski

Mountain Rescue Association
WWW.Mrd.org

www.mra.org
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(Jtah Hclico]:)tcr Resources

AirMed
[ife Flight
Utal'm Highwag Fatrol




AirMed

Univcrsity of (tah Medical Center
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AirMed has
b, Long Rangc

Ava]anchc Receivers |
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Winter Storm Closcs In on
AirMed [Flight

January 11,1998




NTSB Causc: Human E_I’TOI"
Flight by the pilot into

known adverse weather conditions

4 killed

in crash

of rescue
helicopter |
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|ife[light

|ntermountain Hca]t['ccarc

2 Agusta AIO9 KZ’s
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@When Time Counts

R

»l e [F:light IS cquippcclx
with a Long Rangc
Avalanchc Receiver
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Loca SAR teams

work closcl with

AlI‘MCCl and Ll{:cf:lng]ﬂt



Hcavg f:og Closcs In on Li{:cfslight
During KRescue Opcration

Januarg 10, 200%
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| ife Flight 6 was dcstrogccl when nt | o
terrain. |} he Pilot and Flight Paramcclic were Fata"g

injured, and the flicht nurse was seriously injured.
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( Jtah Highwag [ atrol

Dcparl:mcnt of Fublic Sa{:cty
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( Jtah Highway IPatrol hcias conducted

500 rescues or recoveries

in the past five years,






Rescuer Fa"s to [His Deat

June 30,2012
Uta}'n Hig}'nway Fatrol/(_,lnﬂ:iccl Police
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Mount Ol mpus, Utah

T]‘re crewmember sPottccl the two teens,
and threw his medical backpack from the

hclicoPtcr to the stccP terrain below.



In a hot load situation,

the

crcwmcmber hcl ed thc teens on

board the AS§ 50~j

2.



. The Pilot exited to transPort the
hikers to samcctﬂ.

e When the Pilot returned, beeslcg

could not bc ]ocatcd.

e |t took the hclicoPtcr crew 45 minutes
to find his bodg beneath a 90-foot
cliff.
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Kerrg Crowlcy

“60 climbs within 60 miles”
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. :jcvcral one-skid operations were

Pc—:rFormed to drop og rescuers.

Thc victim was lowered bq rope to a
suitable lcdg,c

e T he objective was to perform a one-

skid load of the deceased hiker.
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THE ACCIDENT

\/idco shot bg arescuer

above the recovery C1C1C0Ft

(NOTE Rotoris turning on clockwise direction,
unlike how it appears in the video)

ROTOR




Click on lmage forlink to YouTube
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c



https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c
https://youtu.be/bgju2U3cK-c

Thc rope was not cut, but rather
caugh’cJ and PU”CA 59 the blade.

If the rope had made a full rotation, it
would have wraPPcd itself around the

main rotor mast and led to disaster.
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Video #2
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UtafgRopantment of Pubiic Safety

NESI Public Safety



Utalmepartment of Public Safety

Public Safety
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T he tail boom imPacted terrain,
causing damagc to the talil boom,

horizontal stabilizer, and vertical

fin.
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The Pu”ing of the rope caused
signi{:icant Aamagc to the

_Star]:lcx Asscmblg_.




Starﬂcx Asscmblg
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Thc Pi]ot rePor‘ced that the
helicopter
“bcgan to shake violcntlg.”




The Pi]ot rcg;aincc] control, and
descended for 5 km.

to an emergency lan&ing

at a lower altitude.

uPon aPPlying power to land,
the hc—:licoptcr

“bcgan to shake violcntlﬂ again until

touching down.”
=
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Contributing I"actors

e Kescuers on oPeration for 24 hours
. Filot was not made aware of the ropes

. Tcmporarg loss of tail rotor
effectiveness caused 1 clockwise
rotation.

e Aircraft was Facing downhill and pilot

was able to c!evclop forward airspec&.




® KSL ’ ¢

need to crash this

“M? first thought was,

hclicoptcrﬁ’ ”

Filot K ent [Marrison



Closing thought..

..a tribute to those who are
the best Par‘c of somebodg’s
worst ciag.



e
\F-.


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHwdKj0M7PAhUEQSYKHfLmDT8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.sltrib.com/csp/mediapool/sites/sltrib/pages/gallery.csp?cid=4238516&pid=1410211&psig=AFQjCNGiBwB82sVk-XnTItvLfxpJH6RmBA&ust=1476133134472473

Photo (_redits

Airl_ife ((Jtah) L ife["light

Crow]eg Familg NT5SPD

Google 7iart!1 Salt Lake Countg SAR

Martha ]illis Char]eg Shimanski

KSL"T\/ Utah Highwag Fatro]
\/\/eber Countg SAR




