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Do statistics and protocols influence rescuers ? 

5.01.2014  
5 avalanches  
5 deaths 
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triage by rescuers : emotionally difficult ? 

snow conditions and forecast on january 4th evening 
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triage by rescuers : manage your emotions ? 

daily  
briefing 
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10h53 : 1st avalanche  

10h58 :  
alarm rescue service 
 11h06 : take off 

13kms during flight :  
« victim located » 

11h12 : on site  

« cardiac arrest in Nendaz » 
(alarm during flight : 11h10) 

0’ 
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Cardiac Arrest in Nendaz =  
2nd avalanche 

11h10 : alarm during flight  

11h18 : patient located 

11h21 : 30m long line op 

11h25 : on site 
     ongoing CPR… 

8kms!

11h25 -12h15 : « full ATLS » 
 Cardiac Arrest 
 patent airways 
 polytrauma 

Lucas, AED, intub, io, adre, thoracostomy…. 

12h15: NACA 7 

13h36 : retour base!
fin de mission!

13’ 
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13h49 : 3rd avalanche   

11kms 
13h55 : take off 
(2nd medical helicopter following) 

14h00 : recon flight 

13h53  
alarm rescue service 
- transiever ? 
- number of implicated ? 

02h56’ 
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  14h06 : drop off mountain guide  
             (hover exit at top of avalanche) 

14h10 : 2nd guide  
      « human cargo sling » 

14h18 :  
            patient brought to doctor 
 

      diagnostic: benign knee injury 

3rd avalanche 13h49 

14h25 : take off to hospital 

03h11’/ 
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14h45 : setting of the rescue crews 

1 x B3 with 1 doctor and 1 guide : already on a different mission  

1 x B3 with 1 doctor : at H with patient of previous avalanche 

1 x B3 with 1 guide : takes off from H to return to  homebase 

03h50’ 
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14h46 : 4th avalanche 

8kms 

? flight time :  
3’ to 4’ 

 
 

14h48 : alarm rescue  
      service  

03h51’ / t 0’ 

4 - 5  victims  
 with transceivers 
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setting up and thoughts during flight 

4 - 5      burried  
transievers ? 

1.  
rescue 

procedures  

2.  availibility 
supplemental 

rescuers   

global 
management ?? 

03h56’ / t 5’ 



CISA/IKAR RR 2014 

13 

  

recon flight 

Residual risks ? 

Witness ? 

Entry track ?  
 

03h57’ / t 6’ 

14h52..  
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on site 

hover exit : 

14h52  
(6 to 8’ after alarm) 

survival chances ? 
 
 

03h57’ / t 6’ 
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witness : 

- 1st victim located 

- doubts about the remaining (4 or 5?) 

03h59’ / t 8’ 
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extrication of 1st victim : 12’ 

1st victim located: 
 - fine transiever search 
 - probing : touch at 80 cm 
 - direct acces to head 

14h58 : cardiac arrest  
  patent airways 

04h03’ / t 12’ 
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management of 1st and  
search of 2nd victim 

management of 1st victim ?  
 - witness finish extrication  
 - start CPR as long as no doc present 
 - confirm number of victims (4) 

at the same time :  
 - helicopter deposit 1 doc + 1 doc-guide 
 - radio transmission of 1st victims state 
  

 

ongoing search :  
 - transiever marks 1st victim  
 - start for primary search of 2nd  

15H00 : rescuer transiever = low batteries ?? 

04h05’ / t 14’ 
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2nd victim and management 

15h02 :  
- change transiever batteries  
- primary search of 2nd victim : immidiate signal  

2nd guide on site =  
search with transiever antenna from helicopter 

  

at the same time :  
- 3rd victim on transiever 
- 1 helicopter with doctor approaching 
- 1 helicopter with doctor detoured (Air-Zermatt) 
- 1 helicopter manages other aircraft and technic  
- 4th helicopter : dogs ? probers? etc…? 

  
  
  

 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

04h07’ / t 16’ 
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extrication of 2nd victim : 23’  

15h05 :  
-  probing touch at 120cm 
-  transiever pin-point 
-  digging, direct acces to the head 

  
  
  

 
15h09 : cardiac arrest  

     patent airways 

04h10’ / t 19’ 
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-  1 doctor : CPR on 1st victim 
-  1 doctor-guide goes for the 2nd victim for CPR 
-  1 guide confirms transiever search from helicopter : 

2’ for thinking : 15h11 

25’  

2 signals on bottom of avalanche 
2 signals on top of avalanche 

-  1 guide arrives in 3rd helicopter 
-  2 medical helicopters at drop zone waiting  
-  4 ski-tourers : helping doctors 
-  4 dogs in standby at drop zone 

04h16’ / t 25’ 
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3rd et 4th burried victim, global management  

15h11 :  
-  secondary search of 3rd victim 
-  guide 3 : search of 4th victim 

15h16 :  
-  marking of 3rd and 4 burried victims 

-  3rd : touch at 120cm, digging 
-  4th : 40cm under 1st victim 

Guide 2 takes over  
global management 

04h16’ / t 25’ 
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  15h25 :  
-  evacuation 1st victim : CPR / cargo sling 
-  3rd   : cardiac arrest with patent airways 
-  4ème : cardiac arrest with patent airways 

1er 

2ème 

3ème 

4ème 

04h16’ / t 25’ 
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- terrestrial and helicopter transiever search done 

15h30 : 44’ after alarm 

- 4 victims extracted all under ongoing CPR  

- local hospital informed : dispatch organised 

- 7 doctors on site for patient management 

- 4 avalanch dogs for check 

- 5 helicopters on site 

04h35’ 
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Do statistics and protocols influence rescuers ? 
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Questions? 

thanks for your attention 


