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Agenda

1. Case study
2. The wide variety of avalanche rescue beacons
3. Problems in training and on missions
4. The new “Alpine Rescue Manual”



1. Case study: Hasliberg Bernese Oberland
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2.  The wide variety of avalanche rescue 
beacons



3. Problems in training and on missions

Efficient training is not possible with the wide variety of devices



3. Problems in training and on missions

On an avalanche rescue mission, the rescuers are under great stress 
and must be able to operate the device without any loss of time.



4. Presentation of the new Alpine Rescue
Manual

2008 Initial clarifications
Cooperation between: Swiss Alpine Rescue, ARS

Canton Valais Rescue Organisation KWRO
Swiss Army

2009 Table of contents, authors commissioned (various rescuers)
2010 – 12 Compilation of text and drawings

End of September 2012: Publication, on sale online via the website



Alpine Rescue Manual
Basic training: Organised rescue:
Bergsport Winter SAC-Verlag

Bergsport Sommer SAC-Verlag

Erste Hilfe SAC-Verlag

Formation Canyoning International Federation of
Ausbildung Mountain Guides Associations (IFMGA)



Alpine Rescue Manual

First edition:
1500 German
600 French
400 Italian
200 English

Format: A5



Table of contents

1. Introduction
2. Fundamentals
3. Improvised rescue techniques
4. Rescue techniques (Parts 1-3)
5. Avalanches
6. Helicopters
7. Rescue dogs
8. Incident command
9. Communication Total number of pages 

420





















On sale 
in the public web shop

The Manual can be purchased via our website with either payment by 
credit card or delivery with an invoice; it costs CHF 90 plus shipping 
costs to Switzerland and abroad (public web shop):
http://www.alpinerettung.ch



Conclusion

1. It would be desirable to have a standardised test procedure for 
rescue beacons (possibly a job for ICAR)

2. The easier an appliance is to operate, the more efficient the 
rescue operation will be

3. Once the search with the rescue beacons has ended, 
the Head of Operations must issue the order: 
“All rescuers switch their rescue beacons to TRANSMIT”



Questions?

Thank you very much


