


Aims
• Highlight the conditions leading to 

avalanche accidents
• Focus on decision failures
• Describe applied rescue strategies
• Draw attention to peculiar cases
• Find relationship between human decision 

errors and factors contributing to fatalities





Snow height 
[cm]

ŠTRBSKÉ PLESO 
1354 m a.s.l.

CHOPOK 
2005 m a.s.l.









3 climbers triggered soft slab on descent
Sluff avalanche, no burial

Duration: 11 hrs, > 40 rescues involved 
vacuum mattress, cervical collars

Injuries: open tibia and fibula fracture,
cervical vertebra fracture, knee contusion, 
dislocated shoulder







3 skiers triggered slab
Small avalanche, 2 caught, 1 complete burial (30 min), 1 partial burial
Rescue: 1 avalanche dog, 10 rescues, helicopter transport , NACA: E5
Injuries: unconsciousness, moderate hypothermia 33°C

16:00 avalanche triggered
16:13 helicopter take off
16:37 heli landed
16:45 patient on board
17:11 hospital care







5 mountainers triggered a 
slab
Medium avalanche,
5 caught, 2 complete
burial (10 min), 3 above 
the ground

Rescue:
5 rescues, 1 helicopter,
strong wind
NACA: E4,

Injuries: unconsciousness,
mild hypothermia, femur 
and rib fracture

10:33 helicopter take off
11:05 hoovering
12:05 patient on board
12:17 hospital care







2 snowboarders triggered a slab

Sluff, 2 caught, 1 complete burial - deceased, 1 partial 

Rescue: 6 rescues, helicopter, NACA: E4, E7 burial 
time>40min, no air pocket
Injuries: mild hypothermia

suffocation







3 telemarkers triggered a wet medium sized avalanche
3 caught, 2 complete burial - deceased, 1 above the ground
NACA: E7, burial time > 1hr, no air pocket

Low batteries in avalanche beacon!

Rescue: 14 rescues, 4 dogs, 2 helicopters



Summary



Conclusion
• People underestimate avalanche danger 

• Insufficient estimation of local conditions

• None dug  a snow pit

• Incomplete equipment

• Prejudice: 
no snow in the valley = no avalanche danger

• Lack of snow = more mechanical injuries
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