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Avalanche accidents in The Polish 
Tatras, winter 2007/2008.

• The number of accidents: 5
• The number of people carried by the avalanches: 5
• One climbing related accident - avalanche on approach to a climbing 

route, the remaining 4 - tourist accidents.
• One casualty (mechanical injuries), one victim with light injuries. The 

remaining 3 - no significant injuries.
• In 4 cases the victims have managed to resurface on their own or with the 

help of companions.
• In one accident the assistance of Tatra Mountain Rescue Service (TOPR) 

was necessary - our presentation concerns this event.



N

E W

S



Weather conditions
Day before accident (09 Jan 2008  5 PM)
Weather observatory – Mount Kasprowy Wierch (1987 m AMSL)
temp.  -6,9°C       max. temp.  -6,7°C 
Wind: E 2 m/s      cloud cover: 0/8
snow: compacted
Avalanche danger level: 2

Day of the accident  (10 Jan 2008  7 AM )
Weather observatory – Mount Kasprowy Wierch (1987 m AMSL)
temp. -7,6°C    min temp.  -7,9°C 
Wind: ESE 2-9 m/s        cloud cover 0/8
snow: compacted 
Avalanche danger level: 2





•• Early morning sun thaws southern slopes and transforms the outerEarly morning sun thaws southern slopes and transforms the outer snow snow 
layer into a wet onelayer into a wet one

•• At. 9:30 (10 Jan 08) TOPR headquarters is alarmed: on the ridge At. 9:30 (10 Jan 08) TOPR headquarters is alarmed: on the ridge between between 
Mt Tomanowy and Mt.Ciemniak Artur Hajzer falls with Mt Tomanowy and Mt.Ciemniak Artur Hajzer falls with a cornicea cornice. . 

•• His companions, despite outstanding mountain experience, are relHis companions, despite outstanding mountain experience, are reluctant uctant 
to help him to help him –– they are afraid to tread in the avalancthey are afraid to tread in the avalanchhe e endangered endangered areaarea
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Photo nr 2 Spot where the two 
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