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Avalanche accidents in The Polish
Tatras, winter 2007/2008.

The number of accidents: 5
The number of people carried by the avalanches: 5

One climbing related accident - avalanche on approach to a climbing
route, the remaining 4 - tourist accidents.

One casualty (mechanical injuries), one victim with light injuries. The
remaining 3 - no significant injuries.

In 4 cases the victims have managed to resurface on their own or with the
help of companions.

In one accident the assistance of Tatra Mountain Rescue Service (TOPR)
was necessary - our presentation concerns this event.
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The avalanche victims were taking part in an attempt to cover,the main ridge of

Snow conditions: good = mostly hard,fcompacted snow, occasionally concrete =

like}ultra hard cover, only sometimes soft enough for,wading- maximum depth =
-—_-."

half calffon average ankle deep?
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Mt Tomanowy:and Mt.Ciemniak Artur Hajzer falls with a cornice.
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Summary
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Thanks to favorable conditions, use of mobile phones,
helicopter availability and immense luck of the buried victim
(protruding ice axe) total time of TOPR rescue action was 45
minutes from the moment of alarm.

The victim's companions, though mountain experienced and
properly equipped (probes, snow shovels, LVS) did not
undertake companion rescue action.




